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Ulver — Blood Inside (2005)

1.Dressed In Black 2.For The Love Of God 3.Christmas  play 4.Blinded By Blood 5.1t Is
Not Sound 6.The Truth 7.In The Red
play
8.Your Call 9.0perator
Personnel: Kristoffer G. Rygg (aka Garm) - vocals; Jarn H. Sveeren —drums; Tore Ylwizaker
— programming; + Bosse - guitar (2); Czral - drums (9); Jeff Gauthier - violin (8); Havard
Jorgensen (aka Haavard) - guitar (1, 2 & 8); Mike Keneally - guitar (3 & 9); Andreas Mjos -
vibraphone (4 & 7); Maja S.K. Ratkje - choir (8); Knut Aalefjaer - drums, percussion (2, 3, & 9)

Ulver described 2000’s Perdition City as “music to an interior film.” Blood Inside, the Norwegian
trio’s first proper album in five years, could just as well be described as “music to an interior
passion play.” From the cover’'s Red Cross logo to song titles like “For the Love of God,”
“Christmas” and “Blinded by Blood,” the album is infused with heavyweight Christian imagery.
The lyrics describe, from various angles, the cycle of birth and death and all the suffering in
between.

To dramatize this play, Ulver creates a personal sacred music. Racks of synthesizers become
21st century church organs and heavily layered vocals majestic choirs. Maja Ratke adds her
own chorus to “Your Call,” helping transform the piece into a kind of a radio play. An overture of
strings, violent violin squiggles, a guitar, footsteps and Ratke’s chorus all swirl around an
incessant ring-tone with Kristoffer G. Rygg’s vocal couplets.

Ulver deploys this highly developed collage technique throughout. They finely integrate a host of
keyboard effects, sampling, tape manipulation, heavy doses of live and synthesized percussion,
guitar and violin. “In the Red” turns itself inside out as jagged strings and a sample of



http://www.box.net/shared/kslc6k0jb9l0yik4vreq
http://www.box.net/shared/ux4oqsidq5bkxz4p1to2

Ulver — Blood Inside (2005)

Whpisany przez bluesever
Czwartek, 06 Pazdziernik 2011 08:24 - Zmieniony Poniedziatek, 18 Marzec 2019 20:45

swing-band horns runs backward, forward, then backward again, speeding up and slowing
down. “Dressed in Black,” “For the Love of God,” “Christmas” and “Operator” use the technique
to fuel their manic paces and create a helter-skelter energy rife with mental crisis.

Picking up on the medical allusions of the Red Cross, Rygg declaims on the album closer
“Operator” that "Truth is a hospital,” a place where we go not only to heal our sick bodies, but to
experience the most mysterious acts of our life: birth and death. As a band, Ulver has also
experienced its own cycles of birth and death, evolving from the black metal of its first three
albums to ambient explorations to film scores. William Blake, a band favorite, gets quoted here,
but more tellingly, “Christmas” features a text by the Gnostic Pessoa. The song closes with the
line "Don’t seek and don'’t trust, for all is mystery.”

The line neatly limns Ulver's development to date, and unfortunately crosses the line into
pretentiousness, as it somehow gives the band permission to deploy all sorts of hackneyed
effects as they evoke their “mystery.” The synthesizer coda of “It is Not Sound” is Bach, and
Ulver uses plenty of pitch-bending to produce a passage that belongs on one of those
collections where classical pieces are played on synthesizers. The effect is more kitschy than
mysterious. “Blinded by Blood” utilizes a sample of what sounds to be a black man singing
about Jesus, a trick Moby burned down long ago.

Vocal echo is used to numbing extreme, and always on the really big, important words, like on
“In the Red.” In other pieces they ask such profound questions as ”Is a vampire in the mirror
eternal?” and "What is it all about?” This is teenage poetry masquerading as modern Gnostic
insight.

The real question here is how interesting is it to listen to someone else trumpeting grandiose
internal spiritual beliefs. Megalomania makes equal the chances of succeeding mightily and

failing spectacularly. Blood Inside’s successes do not, unfortunately, support the pretentious
weight of its failures. ---Matthew Wuethrich, dustedmagazine.com

Ulver to zespdt znany i ceniony na catym Swiecie. Dowodem na to moga by¢ nagrody Grammy
jakie grupa zdobywata. Ekipa dowodzona przez Garma zaczynata od black metalu a teraz jest
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w momencie jaki mozemy nazwac czystg awangarda. Ulver otart sie ponadto o muzyke filmowg
bedac autorem kilku $ciezek dzwigkowych. Skupmy sie jednak na najnowszym dokonaniu
Norwegow.

Blood Inside to ptyta niesamowicie mroczna, wprost idealna do stuchania w nocy, wtedy
odbieramy jg petniej i bardziej szczegdtowo. Kazda kompozycja zawarta na Blood Inside
posiada wtasng dusze, kazdy dzwiek znajdujacy sie na tym albumie zyje wtasnym zyciem. | to
jest w tym najpiekniejsze... Garm i spotka zadbali rowniez o Swietne melodie ("For The Love Of
God"), ktére wnoszg odrobine Swiatta do tej krainy cieni.

Kiedy stuchamy "Krwi..." zamieniamy sie w odkrywcdéw. Kazdy utwér to nowy lad lezgcy na tym
samym morzu. To morze to jeden charakterystyczny dla wszystkich numerow klimat.
Najbardziej w tym odkrywaniu zachwyca to jak muzycy potrafig bawic sie nastrojem i
kontrastami. Taki "Blinded By Blood" to utwor wolny, przyttaczajacy, wrecz depresyjny zas
nastepny "It Is Not Sound" posiada niezwyktg wprost dynamike opartg min. na réznorakich
sprzezeniach i tym podobnych dZzwiekach. Podobnie rzecz ma sie z porywajgcym swoim
"potamanym” rytmem "The Truth", ktéry od maksymalnego rozpedu i wrecz transowych bitow
przeradza sie w spokojng fale z przepiekng rozmarzong gitarg tylko po to aby za chwile
ponownie zmieni¢ sie w sztorm. --- Dominik [Nehamod], metal.pl
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