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Ulver – Blood Inside (2005)

  

    1.Dressed In Black  2.For The Love Of God  3.Christmas     play   4.Blinded By Blood  5.It Is
Not Sound  6.The Truth  7.In The Red    
play
 8.Your Call  9.Operator  
 Personnel:  Kristoffer G. Rygg (aka Garm) - vocals;   Jørn H. Sværen – drums;   Tore Ylwizaker
– programming;   +   Bosse - guitar (2);   Czral - drums (9);   Jeff Gauthier - violin (8);   Havard
Jorgensen (aka Haavard) - guitar (1, 2 & 8);   Mike Keneally - guitar (3 & 9);   Andreas Mjos -
vibraphone (4 & 7);   Maja S.K. Ratkje - choir (8);   Knut Aalefjaer - drums, percussion (2, 3, & 9)
   

 

  

Ulver described 2000’s Perdition City as “music to an interior film.” Blood Inside, the Norwegian
trio’s first proper album in five years, could just as well be described as “music to an interior
passion play.” From the cover’s Red Cross logo to song titles like “For the Love of God,”
“Christmas” and “Blinded by Blood,” the album is infused with heavyweight Christian imagery.
The lyrics describe, from various angles, the cycle of birth and death and all the suffering in
between.

  

To dramatize this play, Ulver creates a personal sacred music. Racks of synthesizers become
21st century church organs and heavily layered vocals majestic choirs. Maja Ratke adds her
own chorus to “Your Call,” helping transform the piece into a kind of a radio play. An overture of
strings, violent violin squiggles, a guitar, footsteps and Ratke’s chorus all swirl around an
incessant ring-tone with Kristoffer G. Rygg’s vocal couplets.

  

Ulver deploys this highly developed collage technique throughout. They finely integrate a host of
keyboard effects, sampling, tape manipulation, heavy doses of live and synthesized percussion,
guitar and violin. “In the Red” turns itself inside out as jagged strings and a sample of
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swing-band horns runs backward, forward, then backward again, speeding up and slowing
down. “Dressed in Black,” “For the Love of God,” “Christmas” and “Operator” use the technique
to fuel their manic paces and create a helter-skelter energy rife with mental crisis.

  

Picking up on the medical allusions of the Red Cross, Rygg declaims on the album closer
“Operator” that ”Truth is a hospital,” a place where we go not only to heal our sick bodies, but to
experience the most mysterious acts of our life: birth and death. As a band, Ulver has also
experienced its own cycles of birth and death, evolving from the black metal of its first three
albums to ambient explorations to film scores. William Blake, a band favorite, gets quoted here,
but more tellingly, “Christmas” features a text by the Gnostic Pessoa. The song closes with the
line ”Don’t seek and don’t trust, for all is mystery.”

  

The line neatly limns Ulver’s development to date, and unfortunately crosses the line into
pretentiousness, as it somehow gives the band permission to deploy all sorts of hackneyed
effects as they evoke their “mystery.” The synthesizer coda of “It is Not Sound” is Bach, and
Ulver uses plenty of pitch-bending to produce a passage that belongs on one of those
collections where classical pieces are played on synthesizers. The effect is more kitschy than
mysterious. “Blinded by Blood” utilizes a sample of what sounds to be a black man singing
about Jesus, a trick Moby burned down long ago.

  

Vocal echo is used to numbing extreme, and always on the really big, important words, like on
“In the Red.” In other pieces they ask such profound questions as ”Is a vampire in the mirror
eternal?” and ”What is it all about?” This is teenage poetry masquerading as modern Gnostic
insight.

  

The real question here is how interesting is it to listen to someone else trumpeting grandiose
internal spiritual beliefs. Megalomania makes equal the chances of succeeding mightily and
failing spectacularly. Blood Inside’s successes do not, unfortunately, support the pretentious
weight of its failures.  ---Matthew Wuethrich, dustedmagazine.com

  

 

  

Ulver to zespół znany i ceniony na całym świecie. Dowodem na to mogą być nagrody Grammy
jakie grupa zdobywała. Ekipa dowodzona przez Garma zaczynała od black metalu a teraz jest
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w momencie jaki możemy nazwać czystą awangardą. Ulver otarł się ponadto o muzykę filmową
będąc autorem kilku ścieżek dźwiękowych. Skupmy się jednak na najnowszym dokonaniu
Norwegów.

  

Blood Inside to płyta niesamowicie mroczna, wprost idealna do słuchania w nocy, wtedy
odbieramy ją pełniej i bardziej szczegółowo. Każda kompozycja zawarta na Blood Inside
posiada własną duszę, każdy dźwięk znajdujący się na tym albumie żyje własnym życiem. I to
jest w tym najpiękniejsze... Garm i spółka zadbali również o świetne melodie ("For The Love Of
God"), które wnoszą odrobinę światła do tej krainy cieni.

  

Kiedy słuchamy "Krwi..." zamieniamy się w odkrywców. Każdy utwór to nowy ląd leżący na tym
samym morzu. To morze to jeden charakterystyczny dla wszystkich numerów klimat.
Najbardziej w tym odkrywaniu zachwyca to jak muzycy potrafią bawić się nastrojem i
kontrastami. Taki "Blinded By Blood" to utwór wolny, przytłaczający, wręcz depresyjny zaś
następny "It Is Not Sound" posiada niezwykłą wprost dynamikę opartą min. na różnorakich
sprzężeniach i tym podobnych dźwiękach. Podobnie rzecz ma się z porywającym swoim
"połamanym" rytmem "The Truth", który od maksymalnego rozpędu i wręcz transowych bitów
przeradza się w spokojną falę z przepiękną rozmarzoną gitarą tylko po to aby za chwilę
ponownie zmienić się w sztorm. --- Dominik [Nehamod], metal.pl

  

download (mp3 @320 kbs):
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