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Anna Serafińska - Gadu Gadu (2012)

  

    1. Kiedy mnie już nie będzie    2. Ludzkie gadanie    3. Sing Sing    4. Dookoła noc się stała   
5. Piosenka o okularnikach    6. Kto tak ładnie kradnie jak on    7. Goń latawce    8. Na wesoło   
9. Chodzi o to by nie być (idiotą)    10. Zielono mi    11. Dobra pogoda na szczęście    12.
Czerwony kapturek    Anna Serafińska (vocal)  Rafał Stępień (keyboards)  Michał Barański
(bass guitar)  Cezary Konrad (drums)  Andrzej Gondek (guitar)  Anna Karamon i Ola Nowak
(backing vocals)    

 

  

This is the fourth album by Polish Jazz / Pop singer Anna Serafinska. It includes fourteen
songs, all of which feature the lyrics by the great Polish poetess and lyricist Agnieszka Osiecka.
The music was composed mainly by Seweryn Krajewski (ex-Czerwone Gitary), one of Poland's
most remarkable songwriters. The other composers include several leading Polish Jazz figures
like Zbigniew Namyslowski, Wlodzimierz Nahorny, Jan Ptaszyn Wroblewski and others. The
music was arranged by Krzysztof Herdzin, who also plays piano and other musicians include
bassist Adam Kowalewski (who plays some mean fretless bass parts), drummer Krzysztof
Gradziuk and many others, as well as a string quartet. The original album was released in 2006
and this special edition, released in 2012, adds two songs newly recorded with Anna's new
group called Groove Machine.

  

The album has a great potential and seemingly all the right ingredients: first-class songs,
wonderful lyrics, skilful arrangements and excellent musicianship, and yet although it is pleasant
and overall enjoyable, it is also quite forgettable. Stylistically it sort of "sits on the fence"
between Pop and Jazz, being both too close to Pop to be considered Jazz and too Jazzy to be
a straightforward Pop. Herdzin's arrangements push it consistently towards Latin grooves and
mainstream Jazz settings, but the result is all over the place and feels somehow uneasy.

  

I understand that Serafinska has quite a following in Poland, but this is the second album of
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hers that I listened to and she leaves me stone cold. Fortunately she sticks to Polish lyrics on
this album, avoiding the problems of struggling with a foreign language, but her vocals simply
don't do it for me, which of course is completely my fault. In my ears her vocal range is
somewhat limited and the emotional expressiveness just doesn't cut it for me (again), although
she does have a good feel for groove, which explains what she does with her new band.

  

Of course there are some superb moments here and the album is a nice listening experience,
which can be enjoyed by many listeners across the genre borders. I sort of hoped it would be
more than that. ---jazzis, rateyourmusic.com

  

 

  

Gadu Gadu to nowa płyta Anny Serafińskiej, laureatki między innymi Głównej Nagrody oraz
Nagrody Publiczności Światowego Konkursu Wokalistów Jazzowych w Montreux. Znajdziemy
tutaj nowe interpretacje oraz aranżacje takich dwunastu dobrze znanych piosenek Agnieszki
Osieckiej jak Sing Sing, Piosenka o okularnikach, czy Zielono mi. Autorką większości nowych
opracowań jest sama Anna Serafińska, która dodatkowo do współpracy zaprosiła takich
muzyków jak Krzysztof Herdzin, Grzegorz "Jabco" Jabłoński, Artur Lipiński, Krzysztof Gradziuk i
Adam Kowalewski. Otrzymaliśmy w ten sposób nagrania bliskie jazzowej formie, zaśpiewane
bez nadmiernej wirtuozerii naturalnym głosem oraz doskonale splecione z mistrzowskim
słowem Osieckiej. Jakby tego było mało pojawia się tutaj też gość specjalny - Krzysztof
Kiljański. ---merlin.pl
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