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Eliane Elias – Bossa Nova Stories (2008)

  

  
01 The Girl From Ipanema
02 Chega De Saudade
03 The More I See You
04 They Can't Take That Away From Me
05 Desafinado
06 Estate (Summer)
07 Day In Day Out                 play
08 I'm Not Alone (Who Loves You)
09 Too Marvelous For Words
10 Superwoman
11 Falsa Baiana
12 Minha Saudade                  play
13 A Ra (The Frog)
14 Day By Day

Personnel: 
Eliane Elias: vocals and piano; 
Oscar Castro-Nieves: guitar (1-6, 8-12, 14-15); 
Ricardo Vogt: guitar (7, 13); 
Marc Johnson: bass; 
Paulo Braga: drums and percussion; 
Toots Thielmans: harmonica (6, 10); 
Ivan Lins: vocal (8); 
Orchestra (1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 14).
  

 

  

Eliane Elias returns to the music of her native Brazil with this collection of bossa nova favorites,
though there are a few American standards and pop songs recast as bossa novas as well. The
pianist has grown in confidence as a vocalist over the course of several CDs, developing a sexy
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yet never overdone style that beautifully complements the music. With her husband Marc
Johnson (who has also been her longtime bassist of choice), drummer Paulo Braga, either
Oscar Castro-Neves or Ricardo Vogt on acoustic guitar, and a pair of guests, Elias proves
herself as a talented singing pianist, effortlessly switching between English and Portuguese
lyrics. Some of the tracks add string orchestrations, yet they never overwhelm the
arrangements. Highlights include the easygoing rendition of "The More I See You," the relaxed
and sensual treatment of "Estate (Summer)" (which adds Toots Thielemans on harmonica), "I'm
Not Alone (Who Loves You?)" (which includes composer Ivan Lins in a vocal duet with Elias),
and a surprisingly effective setting of Stevie Wonder's "Superwoman" (with Thielemans making
another guest appearance). Eliane Elias remains one of the top bossa nova interpreters, in
addition to her skills in many other jazz styles. ---Ken Drtydem, Rovi
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