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   10 Polonaises  5.1 No. 1 in C sharp minor, op. 26/1   6:38  5.2 No. 2 in E flat minor, op. 26/2  
6:54  5.3 No. 3 in A major, op. 40/1 "Military"   5:19  5.4 No. 4 in C minor, op. 40/2   6:50  5.5
No. 5 in F sharp minor, op. 44   9:49  5.6 No. 6 in A flat major, op. 53 "Heroic"   6:27  5.7 No. 7
in A flat major, op. 61 "Polonaise-Fantaisie"   12:06  5.8 No. 8 in D minor, op. 71/1   5:28  5.9
No. 9 in H flat major, op. 71/2   7:29  5.10 No. 10 in F minor, op. 71/3   6:55      2
Waltzes, op. posth.
 5.11 No. 15 in E major   2:10  5.12 No. 16 in A flat major   1:56  
 Adam Harasiewicz – piano    

 

  

The polonaise is a couple dance in moderate 3/4 time, originating from Poland (its name is the
French word for Polish). Over the years it simply became a term for an instrumental work with
certain characteristics, relatively independent of its dance and national origins, but Chopin’s
mature works in the genre were to become true symbols of Polish nationalism, especially the
most famous one, the “Heroic” Polonaise in A-flat, Op. 53.

  

When Poland was invaded in 1939, this work (recorded by Paderewski, the great Polish pianist
and statesman) was played over and over again on Warsaw radio, until the Nazis were able to
shut the station down. --- pianostreet.com
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