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    1  Waltz In C-Sharp Minor Op. 64/2  3:19    Sonata No. 2 In B-Flat Minor Op. 35   2  I Grave -
Doppio Movimento  6:03  3  II Scherzo  6:47  4  III Marche Funèbre. Lento  8:28  5  IV Finale.
Presto  1:15    6  Ballade No. 4 In F Minor Op. 52  10:26
   Piano Concerto No. 2 In F Minor Op. 21  
 7  I Maestoso  13:09  8  II Larghetto  8:54  9  III Allegro Vivace  7:33    10  Mazurka In A Minor
Op. 17/4  4:54  
 Khatia Buniatishvili - piano  Orchestre De Paris (tracks: 7 to 9)  Paavo Järvi - conductor (tracks:
7 to 9)    

 

  

Georgian pianist Khatia Buniatishvili is a phenomenon, and kudos to Sony Classical for
snagging her! This is Chopin of the old school, with massive interposition of the performer
between music and listener. And it's glorious. The Piano Sonata No. 2 in B flat minor, Op. 35, is
an absolutely original reading, with that black belt of classical pianism, a fresh rendition of the
famous funeral march, with real involvement in the emotional content of the movement. This is a
Chopin funeral march played after someone actually died, and the moment of chilly nihilism that
serves as the finale is really a bit scary here. The big Ballade No. 4 in F minor, Op. 52, is hardly
less stirring. Buniatishvili races forward at times, delays as if in torture at other times, and has
the skills and the raw power to pull it all off. Are there problems? Sure. It's true that a
19th-century virtuoso recital would have freely mixed orchestral and solo music, but the live
performance of the Piano Concerto No. 2 in F minor, Op. 21, doesn't quite fit here, partly
because the acoustic of the Salle Pleyel in Paris is nothing like that of the Jesus-Christus-Kirche
in Berlin, where the other pieces were recorded. And a few of Buniatishvili's dynamic contrasts
go beyond anything Chopin could have accomplished with his own piano or even intended. But
these are the flaws that serve only to point up the considerable accomplishments elsewhere.
This is the kind of Chopin playing that people used to line up to hear. ---James Manheim,
AllMusic Review
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A passionate recording of five transcendental Chopin piano works from Georgian pianist Khatia
Buniatishvili - Album of the week, 10th September 2012

  

Chopin's powerful music is expertly interpreted by one of the rising piano stars of today. Khatia
Buniatishvili injects her playing with a sense of deep personal emotion, adding her own
experiences of passion and anger to her interpretations of the pieces. The fast-paced fury of the
Ballade No. 4 is balanced by a sweet heartbreaking beauty in the Mazurka in A minor. She
describes Chopin's music as 'a breath cut short before its time', capturing a wistful sense of
tragic longing in the Funeral March of Sonata No. 2.

  

It's a poignant album of classic Chopin works, tapping into the emotion behind the music.
---classicfm.com
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