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    1. Part I  2. Part II    König – Guido Baehr (Bariton)  Don Diego von Vivar – Hiroshi Matsui
(Bass)  Rodrigo, sein Sohn – Hans-Georg Priese (Tenor)  Graf Gormas – Thomas Jesatko
(Bass)  Ximene, seine Tochter – Christa Ratzenböck (Sopran)  Don Alonzo – Algirdas
Drevinskas (Tenor)  Elvira – Elizabeth Wiles (Sopran)  Erster Maurenkönig – Tereza Andrasi
(Sopran)  Zweiter Maurenkönig – Sang Man Lee (Tenor)  Dritter Maurenkönig – Jiri Sulzenko
(Bass)    Chor des Saarländischen Staatstheaters Saarbrücken   Saarländisches
Staatsorchester  Arthur Fagen – conductor    Arthur Fagen conducts the world première of
Théodore Gouvy's opera Le Cid   at the Saarländischen Staatstheater in Germany, on 3 June
2011.    

 

  

The French composer Louis Théodore Gouvy was certainly no child prodigy, and indeed is said
to have exhibited almost no interest nor aptitude for music as a youngster. In fact, he received
his formal education at a training college at Metz, after which he went to Paris in 1836 to pursue
legal studies. However, he also took piano lessons with Billard, a former pupil of the virtuoso
Henri Herz, which suddenly began to divert his energies away from his law courses, from which,
incidentally, he failed to graduate. In 1839, Gouvy elected to completely change his career
direction and saw to it that he was seen in the fashionable Paris salons frequented by Adolphe
Adam and others, and secured theory lessons privately with Elwart. In 1841, Gouvy became a
piano student of Pierre Zimmermann, and also spent several months in Berlin, where his first
efforts in composition were published at his expense.

  

After further study under conductor and composer C.F. Rungenhagen, Gouvy passed the years
1844 - 1845 in Italy, completing his first symphony. This was premiered in Paris by an ad hoc
orchestra a year later. During the years that followed, quite a few of Gouvy's works were given
concert performances, almost always at his own expense.
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After 1855, finding that his music was only given a lukewarm reception in France, he began to
spend time in several German centers, and secured performances of several of his works in
Leipzig and Berlin. Gouvy's only stage work, the opera Der Cid, was accepted in Dresden in
1863, but it was never performed. A man of independent means, Gouvy never secured any
professional appointments, but received honorary membership in the Berlin Academy in 1895
and became a Chevalier of the French Legion d'Honneur in 1896. He completed more than 90
works spanning many genres, though was at best an averagely gifted amateur composer. ---
Michael Jameson, allmusic.com
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