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Emil Viklicky, Frisell, Driscoll, Johnson - Okno & Dvere (Window & Door) (1997/2012)

  

  Okno (Window):  1. Trochu Funky (The Funky Way) 6:06  2. Zase Zapomneli Zavrit Okno
(They've Left The Window Open Again) 4:32  3. Siesta. 5:43  4. Jumbo Jet. 6:13  5. Boston.
5:11  6. Pisen Pro Jana Hammra (Song For Jan Hammer) 6:44  7. Jeste Jednou Slunce (Once
Again Sun) 4:51  8. Kveten (Maytime) 4:25    Dvere (Door):  9. 70. Vychodni
(East 70th Street) 5:16  10. Asi By To Tak Slo (C'est-Ce Que Ca Peut Bien Etre) 3:19  11.
Podzim (The Fall) 5:18  12. Jed Dvacitkou (Take A Streetcar No. 20) 3:49  13. To Jsou Veci
(Those Are The Things) 3:40  14. 43 Joy Street. 3:28  
 Musicians:  Emil Viklicky: Keyboards, Synthesizer (Oberheim & Arp Omni), Electric Piano
(Fender Rhodes), Clavinet (Hohner), Piano  Bill Frisell: Electric Guitar  Kermit Driscoll: Bass
Guitar  Vinton Johnson: Drums  with:  Jan Beranek: Violin (tracks: 6)    

 

  

To find Czech pianist Emil Vicklicky playing synthesisers and Fender Rhodes in a funk/fusion
band alongside guitarist Bill Frisell, bassist Kermit Driscoll and drummer Vinton Johnson is less
surprising when the time (1979) and the circumstances– he’d just completed a year at Berklee
during which he met and jammed with Frisell in Boston – are taken into account.

  

Viklicky, although now justly celebrated as a masterful post-bop acoustic pianist with a penchant
for Moravian folk music, also has a jazz-rock past: he played in the style with a band called
Energit in the 1970s. Here, on fourteen tracks (taken from two albums, Window and Door) of
Viklicky originals, plus one by Driscoll and a closer by Frisell, the quartet romps joyously
through a programme of jaunty funk, very much of its time (one track even features ‘jive’ talk),
but still enjoyably compelling today.

  

Driscoll (alternating between spurting funkiness and sonorous Jacoesque electric bass as
required) and the dynamic Johnson lay down a fearsome but flexible beat, and Viklicky and
Frisell fire off a series of skipping, dexterously played solos – overall, this is a relatively
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uncomplicated, even 'good-time’ recording redolent of a period when jazz met ‘the groove’ and
simply had a good, relatively unselfconscious time doing so. --- londonjazznews.com
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