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 Bernard Allison - The River Is Rising (2008) 

  

    01. The River Is Rising 3:44   play   02. I Just Came Back To Say Goodbye 4:39  03. Coming
Back (Across The Water) 10.64  04. Feels Kinda Funny 3:19   05. There's No Higher Love 4:07 
06. I've Been Down 6:39   07. Slip Slidin' 1:44  08. Down South 4:13  09. I Think I Love You Too
Much 3:56   10. Mean Town Blues 3:08  11. Speed Slide 3:09  12. Snake Bit Again 3:42    
play
 13. Fistful Of Dirt 3:45  14. Help Me Through The Day 4:49  
 Backing Vocals – Jackie Johnson (tracks: 1,2), Kat Wilson (tracks: 9,12), Reba Russell (tracks:
1,2), William Brown (tracks: 1,2)  Bass – David Smith (tracks: 8,9,12,14), Jassen Wilber (tracks:
10,11,13), Kim Yarborough (tracks: 1 to 6)  Drums – James Knowles (tracks: 1 to 6), Rob
Stupka (tracks: 8,9,12,14), Ron Sutton (tracks: 10,11,13)  Guitar, Vocals – Bernard Allison 
Harmonica – Richard Rosenblatt (tracks: 12)  Keyboards – Mike Vlahakis (tracks: 1,6)  Organ
[Hammond B3] – Ricky Peterson (tracks: 9,12,13)   Piano – Bruce McCabe (tracks: 8,9)  Piano,
Strings – Ricky Peterson (tracks: 14)  Producer – Jim Gaines (tracks: 1 to 6)  Producer,
Engineer – David Z (tracks: 8 to 14)  Recorded By – Skidd Mills (tracks: 1 to 6)  Rhythm Guitar
– Paul Diethelm (tracks: 1,2)  Saxophone – Jim Spake (tracks: 5)     

 

  

The son of the late great Blues guitarist, Luther Allison, Bernard has spent years honing his
skills to become a great guitarist in his own right, as well as a mature vocalist and gifted
songwriter. His scorching guitar licks, dazzling slides, and thick-toned solos, currently make him
one of the most tasteful young guitar wizards of the genre. ---Editorial Reviews.Music Avenue.

  

 

  

Bernard Allison is the guitar-playing, singing and songwriting son of the late, legendary blues
guitarist Luther Allison. True to form for this chip off the old block, the young Allison injects
every bit as much energy into his live shows as his late father did. Bernard counts among his
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influences icons like Albert King, Muddy Waters and Freddie King, and later, Stevie Ray
Vaughan and Johnny Winter.

  

Allison began accompanying his famous father to blues festivals in the early 1970s. There, he
was introduced to a who's-who of Chicago blues stars: Muddy Waters, Hound Dog Taylor and
Albert King, among others. When he was seven or eight, he began having aspirations of
becoming a guitar slinger like his father. Allison's father was more than just a casual record
collector, and so Bernard benefited from his father and brothers' collections of classic blues and
gospel.

  

After graduating from high school, Allison began playing with Koko Taylor in her touring band.
He stayed with Taylor's band until 1985, when he left to hustle up his own gigs as Bernard
Allison and Back Talk. Allison spent a lot of time in Canada with his first band, and later rejoined
Taylor and her Blues Machine for another two years in the late 1980s.  After joining his father in
Europe for a live recording, Bernard was asked to join Luther's touring band and become his
European bandleader. Allison's father helped his son along with the finer points of
showmanship for several years until he was good enough to lead his own trio or quartet. At
Christmas, 1989, while both were living together in Paris, the elder Allison arranged to give his
son the most precious gift for budding musicians: studio time to record his first album. Allison's
debut, Next Generation, was recorded for Mondo Records using musicians from his dad's band.
His other foreign-label releases include Hang On, No Mercy, and Funkifino.

  

In December 1996, Allison was contacted by Cannonball Records founder Ron Levy. Allison
was home in Chicago visiting family at Christmas, and hadn't brought any of his guitars or other
equipment with him. Levy wanted something based in traditional electric blues, with a few bones
for newer fans of the idiom who have jumped on the blues bandwagon since 1990. Allison
released his stunning U.S. debut, Keepin' the Blues Alive in early 1997, receiving a great deal of
critical acclaim. On his successful tour of clubs around the U.S. in the latter half of 1997, Allison
was joined by drummer Ray "Killer" Allison (no relation) and Buddy Guy bassist Greg Rzab,
among others. Times Are Changing followed a year later. In mid-2000, Across the Water was
released. Based in Paris full-time, he has the comfort and security that the multitude of blues
clubs and festivals around Europe can provide. ---Richard Skelly, All Music Guide.
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