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H
zu DODODE BREIEN

01. Brutal Planet [04:40] 02. Wicked Young Man [03:50] 03. Sanctuary [04:00] 04. Blow Me
A Kiss [03:18] 05. Eat Some More [04:36] 06. Pick Up The Bones [05:14] 07. Pessi-mystic
[04:56] 08. Gimme [04:46] 09. It's The Little Things [04:11] 10. Take It Like A Woman [04:12]
11. Cold Machines [04:14] 12. Can’t Sleep, Clowns Will Eat Me [04:09]  Alice Cooper —
Vocals Ryan Roxie — Guitar Phil X — Guitar Eric Singer — Drums Bob Marlette — Bass,
Keyboards

Alice Cooper began the 21st century by releasing his 21st studio album, Brutal Planet. Since his
very first record with the Alice Cooper band, 1969's Pretties For You, Alice the man has evolved
and experimented and free-wheeled all over the musical spectrum. Alice has adopted many
personae over the years, but the side of himself he presented on this album is unlike any he
had ever shown before. He was always one of the most powerful influences on heavy metal, but
on this album he fully embraces it, shows the kids how it's done, and becomes truly brutal.

This album is Alice's heaviest to date, and is in very much the same vein as two of his own
disciples, Rob Zombie and Marilyn Manson. Brutal Planet feels cold and industrial; the guitars
are heavy and forceful, the drums mechanical and driving, the vocals pained and vindictive.
Songs like the title track, "Blow Me A Kiss," and "Pick Up The Bones" are creepy and powerful,
the sort of thing you might expect to hear in a horror movie. Brutal Planet is infected with a
dismal realism, a grim seriousness that was not present in Alice's previous albums. Alice
Cooper used to be a somewhat comical villain; he was a vaudevillian, a cartoon character, just
as cheesy as he was evil. Not anymore. Brutal Planet's Alice is deadly and vicious. He doesn't
sing about school being out, he sings about shooting it up. No more "No More Mr. Nice Guy"; he
left that behind long ago and is currently conducting a holocaust.

Lyrically, Brutal Planet is about as jarring and sinister as it gets with Alice. "Wicked Young Man"
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sounds like it was written for A Clockwork Orange, "Eat Some More" for Se7en, and "Brutal
Planet" as a condemnation of the entire human race. "Dead Babies" is practically camp next to
these songs. More than a mere horror show, however, this album is a moral judgment of
modern society, influenced by Cooper's Christianity and dressed up as another romp through
the wicked and horrific hosted by his dastardly alter ego.

Brutal Planet has the sound of a man who left the garage a lifetime ago, casting the rock and
roll guitars and 1970s mentality by the wayside. This is not your father's Alice Cooper. Actually,
my father loves this album, but it's just a figure of speech. This is a new breed of Alice. A heavy,
destructive, brutal Alice Cooper. This is easily his best album so far, solo or otherwise. ---
metalstorm.net

Dla nieszczes$nikow kojarzacych Alice Coopera wytgcznie z ptyty "Trash", "Brutal Planet" moze
by¢ nie lada szokiem. Od pierwszego, tytutowego utworu album atakuje ciezkim brzmieniem
nisko strojonych gitar. Jest to wprost rewelacyjne potaczenie starych i nowych patentéw hard
rockowych. Jesli podobaty wam sie najmocniejsze kawatki na "Ozzmosis" Ozzy'ego Osbourne'a
(takie jak "My Jackyll Doesn't Hide" czy "Thunder Underground"), to pokochacie te ptyte. Jest
Swieza, dynamiczna, melodyjna (ale nigdy ponad miare, jak to niestety byto na "Trash") i - co tu
duzo méwic - po prostu kopie, kopie, kopie...

Przy tym wszystkim, "Brutal Planet" zdaje sie by¢ najmroczniejszg ptytg Alice'a w catej jego
ponad trzydziestoletniej karierze. Para nie poszta w gwizdek i posgpne brzmienie zostato
wykorzystane nalezycie. Muzyce towarzyszg bowiem niezwykle ponure, dekadenckie teksty
Alice'a. Nie znajdziemy tu typowych horrorow, ktére uczynity go stynnym, tym razem grozy
dostarcza rzeczywisto$¢. Na przyktad tekst "Pick Up The Bones" zostat zainspirowany scena,
ktorg Alice obejrzat w CNN - byt to cztowiek zbierajgcy kosci swoich bliskich na kosowskim
pobojowisku. Ten pot-balladowy utwér, o atmosferze gestej niczym smota, nalezy zresztg do
ciekawszych na ptycie. Mato kto mdgtby go zaspiewac rownie sugestywnie jak Alice. Z kolei
"Eat Some More", muzycznie ewidentnie nawigzujacy do starego Black Sabbath, opisuje
marnotrawstwo zachodniej cywilizacji w zestawieniu z ludZmi umierajgcymi z gtodu. Nie ma w
tym wszystkim ani $ladu nadziei, optymizmu, hippisowskich ideatow czy wezwania do walki o
lepszy Swiat. Od poczatku do samego konca, Alice méwi nam, ze wszyscy jesteSmy zgubieni
("We're spinning 'round on this ball of hate / There's no parole, there's no great escape / We're
sentenced here until the end of days / And then, my brother, there's a price to pay").
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Spojnosé stylistyczng ptyty rozbija troche przedostani kawatek - "Take it Like a Woman". Jest to
jedyna ballada na "Brutal Planet" (bo "Pick Up The Bones" raczej trudno do tej kategorii
zaliczy€). Niestety, podobnych utworéw od czasu swego przeboju "Only Women Bleed", Alice
nagrat kilka i przez to sprawia dos¢ wtorne wrazenie. Cate szczescie, zostaje ono zatarte przez
konczacy ptyte, futurystyczny "Cold Machines", roztaczajacy iScie orwellowska wizje
zniewolenia cztowieka.

Wprawdzie do konca roku (a takze i wieku, c6z sie dziwi¢ Cooperowi, ze popadt w dekadenckie
klimaty), zostato jeszcze kilka miesiecy, ale nie sgdze, by ktokolwiek mogt go jeszcze przebic.
Dla mnie prawie na pewno bedzie to ptyta roku dwutysiecznego. Juz dawno zaden album nie
goscit u mnie w odtwarzaczu tak dtugo. Polecam. ---Rip, rockmetal.pl
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