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Pavol Hammel & Marian Varga – Zelena Posta (1972)

  

    01. Domáca úloha (Marián Varga) - 1:12  02. Z ďatelín (Marián Varga - Kamil Peteraj) - 3:30  
   play   03. Tenis (Marián Varga - Kamil Peteraj) - 4:38  04. Smutná ranná električka (Marián
Varga - Miroslav Válek) - 5:25  05. Krajina bielych dievčat (Pavol Hammel - Kamil Peteraj) -
6:48  06. Páví ples (Pavol Hammel, Marián Varga - Boris Filan) - 6:10  07. Cesty bláznov
(Marián Varga - Boris Filan) - 3:36  08. Nechtiac (Marián Varga - Boris Filan) - 1:46  09.
Slnečnice (Marián Varga - Kamil Peteraj) - 3:25      play   10. Pošta (Marián Varga,
Pavol Hammel - Kamil Peteraj) - 7:05  
 Personnel:  - Pavol Hammel - guitar, lead vocals  - Marián Varga - organ, piano, synthesizer  -
Radim Hládik - electric & acoustic guitar (04,09)  - Fedor Frešo - bass, vocals  - Dušan Hájek -
drums  - Rastislav Vacho - guitar  - Bratislavské dychové kvarteto  - Symfonický orchester
Československého rozhlasu    

 

  

Marián Varga and Fedor Frešo had previously played in Bratislava's premier flower-power pop
band Prúdy, along with Pavol Hammel. Marián Varga's musical concept for Collegium Musicum
had some common ground with the classical rock of Procol Harum, Moody Blues, The Nice and
Deep Purple's Concerto For Group & Orchestra. An EP named "Hommage a J. S. Bach" (on
Panton) became their 1970 recordingdebut. Their first album (recorded in October 1970) also
incorporated elements of jazz, blues and beat in a manner similar to Colosseum circa 1969 (and
also had some brass arrangements). Marián Varga's organ was the principal instrument,
playing motifs mostly derived from classical music. In addition to two of Varga's compositions
(both more than 13 minutes in length) they also included a version of Haydn's "Concerto In D"
with a string orchestra.

  

Konvergencie was released before the end of 1971, a double album with only one track each
side. "P. F. 1972" showcased Marián Varga's distinctive organ style, sometimes in dialogue with
ace guitarist František Griglák, soon to form Fermáta, the Slovakian equivalent of Mahavishnu
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Orchestra or Iceberg. The track was divided into several interrelated sections, including one
sung by a children's choir. "Suita Po Tisíc A Jednej Noci" (The Thousand And One Night Suite)
was a free interpretation of themes from Rimsky-Korsakov's famous "Scheher-azade"
performed live with a lot of extended organ and guitar solos. "Piesne Z Kolovratu" was a suite of
small songs inspired by Czechoslovakian folk music and with lyrics written by the poet Kamil
Peteraj. They have a soft and romantic feel and are blended together by elegant musical
ornaments. Those who enjoy this track should check out the first Prúdy-album (from 1969) and
the later collaborations with Pavol Hammel. "Eufónia" was a more experimental track with Varga
squeezing out even stranger noises from his organ than Mike Ratledge had done before him.

  

When Griglák left Collegium Musicum, the others made an album with Pavol Hammel. He had
been singer and guitarist of the beat-pop group Prúdy of which Marián Varga had also been a
member. Zelená Pošta (1972) was credited only to Hammel and Varga, but was very much a
group effort with Fedor Frešo handling production. This is another collection of short songs
connected to a suite, and again with lyrics by Kamil Peteraj.

  

Collegium Musicum's next move was a superb live album recorded by the powerhouse trio of
Varga, Freso and Hájek. The 1975 album was also partly recorded live, this time adding a guitar
player again. These two albums display the group closest to the classical rock idiom with free
interpretations of themes by Bartok and Prokofiev, but mostly original compositions and crafty
improvisations. Within this field, few others have done it better!

  

For the next two years, Varga and company made two more albums with with Pavol Hammel,
Kamil Peteraj and others. Na Druhom Programe Sna (1976) featured noted guitarist Radim
Hladík and is an excellent cycle of 13 songs, interspersed with the characteristic Collegium
Musicum instrumental framework. This is just as good as their "own" albums. Cyrano Z
Predmesta (1978) was a kind of pop opera with two female and two male singers, strings and
brass. Some instrumental segments are good but the vocals are too close to pop music.

  

1978 also saw the release of a new album credited to Collegium Musicum (with long time
member Fedor Frešo returning from Modrý Kfekt). Continuo was an attempt to renew their old
formula using the latest synthesizer technology. Varga played long, experimental solo parts
(trustworthy old themes but played in strangely bended keys), alternating with more steady rock
rhythms and vocals. Two tracks went beyond 16 minutes but are in many ways overshadowed
by their previous attempts. Still this is quite a good album.
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On A Ona (1979) had a much stronger orientation towards conventional rock than its
predecessor and lacked a bit of distinction. It contained nine tracks in all and a couple of them
are still quite good.

  

Ten years after Konvergencie, Varga concluded the Collegium Musicum years with another
double album named Divergencie (1981). This was, similarly, a work in four main parts (the
separation created by old vinyl albums could be an advantage). While this skeleton was very
much the same, the musical fleshing was more indicative of Varga's recent efforts. The eminent
guitar player Luboš Andršt graced the jazz-rock side "Refrény". Old partner Pavol Hammel was
once again the featured vocalist on this and "P. F. (1982. 1983...)", a sweet attempt to combine
pop, folk music and progressive rock with orchestra and choir. "Musica Concertante" was a
more serious and academic composition (mainly for symphony orchestra) written by Varga in
collaboration with Vojtech Magyar. This was a remarkably successful fusion of classical and
rock music, sounding like a revision of Martinu's symphonies. Parts of "Sadza Do Obálky" (a
new song cycle by Varga and Peteraj) represented the most song-oriented and ordinary
material. Overall, this was one of the best Collegium Musicum albums, totally different from the
EL&P-oriented material of the mid-seventies. Varga's solo album Stále Tie Dni (1984) was
certainly different too, with experimental compositions (including a 20-minute war requiem)
centered around synthesizers and vocoders. Marián Varga's group was undoubtedly the leading
progressive rock band from Bratislava.

  

 

  

 

  

Tak, ako sme sa na počiatku roka dočkali kompletnej diskografie Marána Vargu a formácie
Collegium Musicum, fanúšikovia kvalitných nahrávok hudobnej minulosti si v súčasnosti môžu
vychutnať trojicu ďalších albumov, ktorých spoločným menovateľom je Pavol Hammel a opäť
Marián Varga. Prvým z trojice je Zelená pošta, ktorej pôvodná verzia vyšla pod hlavičkou
vydavateľstva Opus v roku 1972.

  

Album je ďalšou spoluprácou Mariána Vargu a Pavla Hammela po Zvonkoch, prvá a
pravdepodobne najvydarenejšia zo štyroch spoločných platní. Vznikla na vrchole tvorivého
potenciálu Mariána Vargu, vo veľkej pohode. Podľa terminológie Kamila Peteraja je to
jednoznačne „letný“ album, na rozdiel od Konvergencií, ktoré sú výslovne „zimné“. Na
pozitívnosti piesní sa možno podpísalo aj miesto vzniku. Varga sa s Peterajom chodili kúpať na
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petržalské ramená Dunaja a skoro každý deň vznikla pesnička.

  

Podklady nahrávalo vlastne kompletné Collegium Musicum, namiesto Grigláka privolali Rasťa
Vacha a v dvoch skladbách hosťoval Radim Hladík z pražského Modrého Efektu, jeden z
najvyspelejších gitaristov tých čias. Podľa Vargu je to jeden z ľudí, ktorí svoju skvelú techniku
nepovýšili na cieľ. Oproti Zvonkom je zvukovo sofistikovanejšia, k čomu prispeli aj moderné
efekty a zmysluplné využitie sterea, čo v tom čase nebolo také bežné.

  

Materiál na Zelenej pošte je výnimočne vyrovnaný, album je vo všetkých smeroch porovnateľný
so Zvonkami, samozrejme, s výnimkou progresívnejšieho soundu. Skladby na pôvodnej platni
neboli oddelené drážkami. To preto, aby tvorcovia zdôraznili kompaktný charakter. Úvod tvorí
kratučká inštrumentálka pre dychový kvintet Domáca úloha. Varga spomína, že ju na album dai
z recesie. Miniatúrku v klasickom duchu napísal ako pätnásťročný - od Andreja Očenáša dostal
úlohu napísať dychový kvintet a inštrumentoval tretiu časť svojej sonáty pre klavír.

  

Z ďatelín je jedna z najkrajších Vargových skladieb, vrúcna, vyklenutá melódia s prirodzenosťou
ľudového nápevu a kontrastne sa odvíjajúcim refrénom. Krátke organové sólo, skôr vyhrávka, je
esenciou Vargovho majstrovstva. Jeho timing - originálne umiestnenie tónov v čase, nie
strojovo presné, ale voľné a vyvolávajúce napätie, je fascinujúci.

  

Varga je autorom aj nasledujúcej skladby, swingujúceho popu Tenis, ktorá sa začína na tie časy
fascinujúcim stereoefektom, „zvuková loptička“ lieta z jedného reproduktoru do druhého. Fedor
Frešo dostáva priestor na pôsobivé basové breaky a funkciu refrénu preberá inštrumentálna
medzihra. Varga zažiari tipyckým collegiovským organovým sólom, v poslednej slohe
Hammelovi pomôže bujarý spevácky zbor. Úplne na záver Rasťo Vacho zahrá bluesové
gitarové sólo.

  

V opise albumu Zelená pošta boli použité úryvky z knihy Mariána Jaslovského „Collegium
Musicum“ a viac sa dočítate v obsiahlom booklete, ktorý CD Zelená pošta ponúka. ---
hudba.zoznam.sk
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