
Shakin’ Stevens – Hits & More! (2003)

Written by bluesever
Wednesday, 27 October 2010 21:46 - Last Updated Thursday, 10 January 2019 20:34

Shakin’ Stevens – Hits & More! (2003)

  

  CD1
01. This Ole House
02. It’s Late
03. Sea Of Love
04. Shirley
05. Because I Love You
06. Teardrops             play
07. A Rockin’ Good Way
08. A Love Worth Waiting For
09. Don’t She Look Good
10. Hot Dog
11. Don’t Turn Your Back
12. Do You Really Love Me Too
13. Tired Of Toein’ The Line
14. A Little Boogie Woogie

CD2
01. Oh Julie
02. You Drive Me Crazy
03. This Time
04. I’m Knockin’
05. Give Me Your Heart Tonight
06. A Letter To You               play
07. Merry Christmas Everyone
08. You And I Were Meant To Be
09. Que Sera, Sera
10. Blue Christmas (Album Version)
11. Josephine
12. What Do You Want To Make Those Eyes At Me For
13. With My Heart
14. Feel The Need In Me

CD3
01. Green Door
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02. Cry Just A Little Bit         play
03. The Shape I’m In
04. Turning Away
05. I’ll Be Satisfied
06. Breaking Up My Heart
07. Marie, Marie
08. Don’t Tell Me We’re Through
09. Treat Her Right
10. I Guess I Was A Fool
11. Your Ma Said You Cried In Your Sleep Last Night
12. Lipstick, Powder And Paint
13. It’s Raining
14. Radio
  Ian Aitken  Guitar  Rod Argent  Keyboards, Producer, Synthesizer  Ray Beavis  Sax (Tenor) 
Dick Bland  Guitar (Bass)  Billy Bremner  Guitar  John "Rabbit" Bundrick  Piano  Stuart Calver 
Vocals (Background)  B.J. Cole  Guitar (Steel)  Stuart Colman  Guitar (Bass)  Les Davidson 
Guitar  Mickey Gee  Guitar, Guitar (Rhythm)  Chris Gower  Trombone  Dick "Rabbit" Hansen 
Trumpet  Eddie Jones  Guitar (Electric)  Albert Lee  Guitar, Primary Artist  Hank Marvin  Guitar,
Primary Artist  Roger McKew  Guitar, Guitar (Rhythm)  Chris Neil  Vocals (Background)  John
Frederick Perry  Vocals (Background)  Gavin Povey  Accordion, Keyboards, Piano, Synthesizer 
Frank Ricotti  Percussion  Tony Rivers & The Castaways  Vocals (Background)  Anthony
"Packrat" Thompson  Vocals (Background)  Howard Tibble  Drums  Geraint Watkins  Accordion,
Piano  Paul "Wix" Wickens  Synthesizer  Pete Wingfield  Piano  Chris Wyles  Drums     

 

  

One of the linchpins of the British rock & roll revival of the 1970s and '80s, Shakin' Stevens
ranks among the most persistent performers ever to emerge, ultimately, as a superstar. Stevens
has no less than 30 U.K. Top 40 hits to his name, almost all of them racked up during a
five-year span of chart invincibility. Yet his recording career pre-dated his first hit by over a
decade, struggling through a period that might have forced any less committed artist to simply
abandon all hope.

  

"Shaky" was born Michael Barratt on March 4, 1948 in Ely, Wales. The youngest of 11 children
and a keen amateur singer, he was already married and working as a milkman when he formed
Shakin' Stevens & the Sunsets, his first professional band, in 1968. The bandmembers
themselves had been playing together in one form or another since the late '50s (when they
formed as the Backbeats), and knew Stevens as one of their most devoted fans; he would often
join them on-stage to perform a guest vocal or two. With a ferocious live following around South
Wales, the band signed to Parlophone in 1970 and recorded its debut album, the optimistically
titled A Legend, with producer Dave Edmunds. Reports that they also opened for the Rolling
Stones in December 1969 appear to be exaggerated, but the band gigged regularly around
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Germany and Holland, and scored several European hit singles.

  

Still, they seemed doomed to haunt the rock & roll revival circuit, all the more so after Stevens
was cast in impresario Jack Good's musical Elvis in 1977 (he appeared as the Army-era King),
and the band was forced into hiatus for the duration of the play's six-month run. Worse was to
come (for the group), however, as Elvis went on to become one of the year's biggest musicals.
Stevens' run was extended to two years, and exploding media attention made it clear that
Shaky would not be returning to South Wales anytime soon. Stevens quit the Sunsets in late
1979 and, as a solo performer, was signed briefly to Track Records. However, three singles and
the Play Loud LP were lost when the label went bankrupt and, while Stevens quickly bounced
back, signing to CBS in 1980. His first attempt at recording an album for the label ended with
rejection.

  

A role in Jack Good's reborn Oh Boy TV series kept Stevens at the forefront, however, and the
CBS subsidiary Epic picked him up. Three singles flopped, but in February 1980 Stevens finally
scored his first U.K. hit when a version of Buck Owens' "Hot Dog" reached number 24. "Marie
Marie," a Top 20 hit, arrived that summer, and the following February, Stevens enjoyed his first
U.K. chart-topper, "This Ole House." The follow-up, "You Drive Me Crazy," reached number
two, before "Green Door" returned him to the top. Thereafter, the hits flew thick and fast; further
chart-toppers "Oh Julie" (1982) and "Merry Christmas Everyone" (1985) sandwiched such
smashes as "Shirley," "Give Me Your Heart Tonight," "I'll Be Satisfied," "Blue Christmas," "Cry
Just a Little Bit," and many more.

  

A 1985 reunion with the Sunsets' first producer, Dave Edmunds, resulted in the Lipstick Powder
& Paint LP (Edmunds also handled the Christmas number one), while Stevens' other albums
included the Top Three successes This Ole House and Shaky (both 1981) and Give Me Your
Heart Tonight (1982). There was even chart action for his early-'70s work with the Sunsets,
gathered up on the 1981 compilation Shakin' Stevens. Litigation relating to this material would
pursue Stevens through the remainder of the

  

80s and into the '90s, as his former bandmates battled over unpaid royalties. The hits grew
smaller as the '80s progressed; his final U.K. Top Five entry was a revival of "What Do You
Want to Make Those Eyes at Me For" in 1987; other singles struggled to even approach the
peaks Shaky had once dominated, and in 1993, Stevens retired from recording and performing.
His final hit, the previous year's "Radio," was recorded with Queen's Roger Taylor and reached
number 37.
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Stevens remained in retirement for six years. He was back on the live circuit in 1999, and in
2005 he returned to the U.K. chart with the hits compilation The Collection. That same year he
appeared on, and won, the U.K. pop oldies reality TV show Hit Me Baby One More Time -- his
victorious song, a cover of P!nk's "Trouble," brought him a Top 20 hit that summer, and paved
the way for his first new album in 15 years, 2007's Now Listen. The following year saw Stevens
celebrate his 60th birthday with a string of major concerts around the U.K. and Europe,
including an appearance at the Glastonbury Festival. Another celebratory tour followed in 2011
when Stevens launched his 30th anniversary celebration and released a new album, Rockin'
the Blues. Returning in 2016 with his 20th studio album, Stevens took inspiration from his own
ancestral background for the much darker and Americana-influenced Echoes of Our Times.
---Dave Thompson, allmusic.com
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