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01. Little Boy Sad (Walker/De-La-Noe) - 2:25
02. Story Of My Life (Bacharach/David) - 2:29
03. My Reservation's Been Confirmed (Silverman/Leckenby/Hopwood) - 2:47
04. Bus Stop (Gouldman) - 2:27
05. For Love (Hopwood/Leckenby/Lisberg) - 2:44
06. Where Were You When I Needed You (Sloan/Barri) - 2:46
07. All The Things I Do For You Baby (Sloan/Barri) - 2:19
08. Leaning On A Lamp Post (Gay) - 2:32
09. Dial My Number (Worth) - 1:53
10. Oo Ee Baby (Dexter/Mullins) - 2:12
11. Je Suis Anglais (Bernet/Jerome) - 2:37
12. Listen People (Gouldman) - 2:27
Bonuses:
13. Kansas City Loving (Leiber/Stoller, 1965) - 2:04
14. A Must To Avoid (Sloan/Barri, 1965) - 1:52
15. The Man With The Cigar (Richard/Kusik, 1965) - 2:30
16. Got A Feeling (Karger/Weisman/Wayne, 1966) - 2:07
17. Hold On (Sloan/Barri, 1966) - 2:04
18. Oh Mr. Porter (Lynch, 1967) - 1:25
19. The Future Mrs. 'Awkins (Lynch, 1967) - 2:20
20. Two Lovely Black Eyes (Lynch, 1967) - 2:17
21. My Old Dutch (Lynch, 1967) - 2:09

Personnel:
* Keith Hopwood — guitar, vocals
* Karl Green — guitar, vocals
* Alan Wrigley — bass, vocals
* Steve Titterington — drums
* Peter Noone — lead vocals
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The original U.S. release of this album is a superb collection of Peter Noone performances that
differs dramatically from the U.K. counterpart that goes by the same name. "This Door Swings
Both Ways" went Top 15 in the States during July of 1966, but it was overshadowed by four
other hits Noone and company had that year (they had a total of six Top 30 tracks in 1966,
equaling the number they had in 1965!). The beauty that Both Sides of Herman's Hermits
displays goes beyond the familiar tunes; it is in both the sound and the packaging. "My
Reservation's Been Confirmed" is a surprisingly different old-style rocker with barroom piano
and a driving near-fuzz guitar. The artwork is by Frank Frizetta, but you can bet it is the
legendary cover artist for Creepy and Eerie magazines, Frank Frazetta, making the project a
collector's item indeed. This album is Noone's opportunity to let his personality shine through
the adventurous and diverse material, some of it, oddly, an array of songs written by Kenny
Lynch, along with the obligatory Graham Gouldman cover and even a tune by Herman's Hermit
Derek Lackenby, among others. "My Old Dutch" sounds like it was recorded in a pub an hour
before closing time, while "L'Autre Jour," sung mostly in French, is outstanding and quite
different from what fans heard this group do on the radio. The cover of "Bus Stop," though, is
the album's highlight, better than the hit version by the Hollies -- you can hear the words
distinctly, and the solo vocal is so much more appealing than the thick chorus of Graham
Nash's ensemble. The cover art features the band performing for Lyndon Johnson, Nikita
Krushchev, Fidel Castro, the Beatles, Barbara Streisand, and other notables. This album is Sgt.
Pepper's in reverse, a collection of 11 short pop tunes, all very much under three minutes, and it
works as a document of Mickey Most and Noone having fun in the middle of all the fame. It's the
sleeper in the collection of a Top 40 band, the other side of Herman's Hermits being, of course,
their (read Peter Noone's) remarkable sense of humor. It's on the cover and in the grooves: the
statement the Monkees wish they could have made. ---Joe Viglione, AllMusic Review
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