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Alicia Keys - The Platinum Collection (3CD) (2010)

  

  DISC 1 
1. (00:01:52) - Piano & I 
2. (00:04:36) - Girlfriend 
3. (00:04:34) - How Come You Don't Call Me 
4. (00:04:14) - Fallin' 
5. (00:05:15) - Troubles 
6. (00:04:14) - Rock Wit U 
7. (00:03:53) - A Woman's Worth 
8. (00:03:50) - Jane Doe 
9. (00:03:10) - Goodbye 
10. (00:05:10) - The Life 
11. (00:04:11) - Mr. Man (Duet with Jimmy Cozier) 
12. (00:02:08) - Never Felt This Way (Interlude) 
13. (00:04:28) - Butterflyz 
14. (00:04:31) - Why Do I Feel So Sad 
15. (00:03:02) - Caged Bird 
16. (00:03:48) - Lovin U 

DISC 2 
1. (00:01:44) - Harlem's Nocturne 
2. (00:04:16) - Karma 
3. (00:03:28) - Heartburn 
4. (00:03:06) - If I Was Your Woman / Walk On By 
5. (00:06:07) - You Don't Know My Name 
6. (00:03:49) - If I Ain't Got You 
7. (00:04:44) - Diary (feat. Tony! Toni! Toné!) 
8. (00:04:37) - Dragon Days 
9. (00:04:27) - Wake Up 
10. (00:03:50) - So Simple 
11. (00:04:10) - When You Really Love Someone 
12. (00:02:08) - Feeling U, Feeling Me (Interlude) 
13. (00:04:18) - Slow Down 
14. (00:04:12) - Samsonite Man 
15. (00:02:57) - Nobody Not Really 
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DISC3 
1. (00:01:52) - As I Am (Intro) 
2. (00:04:36) - Go Ahead 
3. (00:04:34) - Superwoman 
4. (00:04:14) - No One 
5. (00:05:15) - Like You'll Never See Me Again 
6. (00:04:14) - Lesson Learned (featuring John Mayer) 
7. (00:03:53) - Wreckless Love 
8. (00:03:50) - The Thing About Love 
9. (00:03:10) - Teenage Love Affair 
10. (00:05:10) - I Need You 
11. (00:04:11) - Where Do We Go From Here 
12. (00:02:08) - Prelude To A Kiss 
13. (00:04:28) - Tell You Something (Nana's Reprise) 
14. (00:04:31) - Sure Looks Good To Me
  

 

  

By mixing R&B with a sultry dose of neo-soul, Alicia Keys became an international star in 2001
with the release of her debut album. Songs in A Minor sold more than 50,000 copies during its
first day of availability and eventually moved over ten million units worldwide, thus setting the
stage for the 20 year-old's long career. Although she shared the charts with R&B
contemporaries like Destiny's Child, Keys' talent distinguished her as a different sort of diva,
one who played a variety of instruments and penned the majority of her songs without outside
help. The Diary of Alicia Keys cemented her popularity two years later, and Alicia Keys spent
the rest of the decade refining her now-signature sound.

  

Alicia Augello Cook was born in Harlem in early 1981. Raised by her Italian-American mother,
she enrolled in classical piano lessons at the age of seven and began writing songs four years
later. An education at the Professional Performance Arts School helped develop her vocal skills,
and Alicia graduated at the age of 16 as the class valedictorian. Two Columbias loomed on the
immediate horizon: Columbia University and Columbia Records, both of whom had extended
offers to the talented student/musician. Although she attempted to make both options work,
Alicia found it difficult to juggle the two commitments and chose to focus exclusively on her
music career. Assuming the stage name of Alicia Keys, she began working with Columbia and
contributed a song to the Men in Black soundtrack, but disputes with the label resulted in her
contract's termination.

  

Keys bounced back by aligning herself with Clive Davis, the president of Arista Records, but
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work on her debut album stalled when Davis was ousted from the company in 2000. Davis soon
formed his own label, J Records, and welcomed Keys back into the fold with an aggressive
publicity campaign (including an influential appearance on The Oprah Winfrey Show). Songs in
A Minor was then released in June 2001 and debuted at the top of the charts, eventually netting
five Grammys and rising to platinum status in ten different countries. Released in 2003, The
Diary of Alicia Keys enjoyed similar Grammy-certified success, and Keys released a book of
poetry the following year.

  

A live CD/DVD package, Unplugged, arrived in 2005 and followed Keys' two previous releases
to the top of the charts, even if it failed to win any of the four Grammys for which it was
nominated. Alicia Keys then entered the acting world, starring in both Smokin' Aces and The
Nanny Diaries in 2007, before issuing the pop-influenced As I Am later that year. It became her
fourth consecutive number one album, and she was nominated for another handful of Grammys
as a result, with "Superwoman" winning the award for Best Female R&B Vocal Performance in
early 2009. As the year drew to a close, Keys returned to the top of the Billboard charts with
"Empire State of Mind," a Jay-Z single that featured her vocals, and released her fourth studio
album, The Element of Freedom. Although it went platinum, The Element of Freedom didn't
reach number one in the U.S., becoming her first album to miss the top slot. It did reach number
one in the U.K., though, marking Keys' first chart-topping album in Europe and highlighting her
status as a global artist. --- Andrew Leahey, AMG
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