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    1. Flat Foot Floogie  2. Naima  3. No More  4. On The Trail  5. Tell Me The Truth  6. Old
Folks  7. I'll Bet You Thought I'd Never Find You  8. Blues For Pablo    Bass – Thomas Rutley 
Choir – Bianca Thornton (tracks: 8), Joyce Beasley (tracks: 8), Judith Hendricks (tracks: 8),    
Reggie Hanbury (tracks: 8), Verlin Sandles (tracks: 8)  Drums – Eddie Marshall, Lenny
McBrowne (tracks: 1, 8)  Guitar – Eddie Duran  Guitar [Lead] – Boz Scaggs (tracks: 3)  Guitar
[Rhythm] – Clint Mosely (tracks: 5)  Organ – Melvin Seals  Percussion – Benny Velarde  Piano
– Ben Sidran (tracks: B2), Larry Vukovich  Saxophone [Tenor], Flute – Hadley Caliman 
Trombone – Larry Lofton  Vocals – Judith Hendricks (tracks: A1), The Pointer Sisters (tracks: 1)
 Vocals, Lyrics By – Jon Hendricks    

 

  

Jon Hendricks, had not recorded in over a decade when he finally got the chance with Arista.
This somewhat obscure effort is quite worthwhile. Hendricks sings eight songs (including "Flat
Foot Floogie," "Naima," "On the Trail" and "Blues for Pablo"); all but "Old Folks" have his own
lyrics. He is assisted by a fine backup crew and, on "Flat Foot Floogie," The Pointer Sisters.
Hendricks is in spirited form throughout this rare LP.

  

 

  

The genius of vocalese, Jon Hendricks' ability to write coherent lyrics to the most complex
recorded improvisations is quite notable, as were his contributions to the classic jazz vocal
group Lambert, Hendricks and Ross. Hendricks grew up in Toledo, OH, singing on local radio.
After a period in the military (1942-1946), he studied law but eventually switched to jazz. He
spent a period of time playing drums before becoming active as a lyricist and vocalist. In 1952,
his "I Want You to Be My Baby" was recorded by Louis Jordan. In 1957, Hendricks made his
recording debut (cutting "Four Brothers" and "Cloudburst" while backed by the Dave Lambert
Singers). Soon, he teamed up with fellow singers Dave Lambert and Annie Ross to form their
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vocal trio, starting off with a re-creation (through overdubbing) of some of Count Basie's
recordings. Lambert, Hendricks and Ross (after 1962, Yolande Bavan took Ross' place) stayed
together up to 1964, and were never topped as a jazz vocal group, influencing those that would
follow (including the Manhattan Transfer). In 1960, Hendricks wrote and directed the show
Evolution of the Blues for the Monterey Jazz Festival; he would revive it several times during the
next 20 years. During 1968-1973, he lived and worked in Europe. After returning to San
Francisco, Hendricks wrote about jazz for the San Francisco Chronicle; taught jazz; and formed
a group with his wife Judith, children Michelle and Eric, and other singers (including for a time
Bobby McFerrin) called the Hendricks Family, that was active on a part-time basis for decades
to come. Although he never recorded often enough, Hendricks did cut a classic Denon album
featuring McFerrin, George Benson, Al Jarreau, and himself, recreating all the solos in the
original version of "Freddie the Freeloader." He also recorded through the years as a leader for
World Pacific, Columbia, Smash, Reprise, Arista, and Telarc. ---Scott Yanow, AllMusic Review
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