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1 Pech Onderweg 1 (Trouble On The Road 1) 5:27
2 Pech Onderweg 2 (Trouble On The Road 2) 5:56
3 Rapsodie Soliée Bref 6:49
4 Wie Jeuk Heeft, Als Moet Men Zich Krabben (When Itching Who, If People Scratches) 6:06
5 Suite Banana (13:57)

Misha Mengelberg – piano

Recorded live at the BIM-huis, Amsterdam, february 25, 1978.
  

 

  

The English translation of this album title is "trouble on the road," and this seems to be the
theme of the first two performances on this collection of solo piano pieces. Superficially it may
seem a bit too easy for a musician known for avant-garde playing to approach this subject.
Whatever the trouble on the road might be, surely more than a few avant-garde clichés spring to
mind for a musical equivalent. Yet there are no clichés in Misha Mengelberg's piano playing,
other than his own, the main one of which is to stop playing and smoke a cigarette. Whatever
image this attitude might create of a lax, uninvolved player would be forever dispelled by the
first of the "Pech Onderweg" portraits, in which a totally concentrated Mengelberg unleashes a
performance that seems to taunt the listeners with aspects of so many different kinds of piano
music, at the same time carefully developing and filing each for later use, perhaps in this piece
or perhaps in the next century. The second of these road hazard performances is more of the
same, plus this time he skillfully weaves a boogie woogie theme in and out. This wets the
appetite for "Wie Jeuk Heeft, Als Moet Men," something do with scratching and itching, in which
the pianist comes up with a fascinating probe of jazz piano, particularly the Thelonious Monk
style. The balance of the record continues with superior performances -- it can truly be said this
pianist was on the case for this, unbelievably a live performance at the Bim Huis in Amsterdam.
The "Suite Banana" on the second side is where this artist's perverse humor forms a lather
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around the keyboard, although he also hams it up on the "Raspodie Soliee Bref," expertly
mixing in moments of sincere sentimentality. While fans of Mengelberg must enjoy the comic
side of his talent, complete with extemporized percussion, mouth noises, and drunken-sounding
singing, this time around there is also a sense of deep gratitude for such a solid, personal, and
emotionally captivating performance having preceded it. ~Eugene Chadbourne, allmusic.com
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