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  CD1:  01. Concerto In B Flat, Opus 4 No.1 - Allegro [0:02:58.70]  02. Largo E Cantabile
[0:02:44.03]  03. Allegro [0:02:34.37]  04. Concerto In E Minor, Opus 4 No.2 -
Allegro[0:04:10.21]  05. Largo   [0:03:07.59]  06. Allegro [0:03:04.64]  07. Concerto In G Major,
Opus 4 No.3 - Allegro[0:02:46.52]  08. Largo   [0:02:30.06]  09. Allegro Assai  [0:02:59.54]  10.
Concerto In A Minor, Opus 4 No.4 - Allegro [0:03:09.53]  11. Grave E Sempre Piano
[0:02:43.29]  12. Allegro  [0:02:29.63]  13. Concerto In A Major, Opus 4 No.5 - Allegro
[0:03:39.24]  14.  Largo   [0:02:39.11]  15. Allegro  [0:03:14.74]  16. Concerto In G Minor, Opus
4 No.6 - Allegro [0:02:34.14]  17. Largo    [0:03:13.49]  18. Allegro  [0:03:47.37]    CD2: 
01. A. Vivaldi / Concerto In C Major, Opus 4 No.7 - Largo[0:02:08.51]  02. Allegro  [0:02:04.48] 
03. Largo    [0:01:39.24]  04. Allegro  [0:02:00.22]  05. A. Vivaldi / Concerto In D Minor, Opus 4
No.8 - Allegro[0:01:34.74]  06. Adagio-Presto-Adagio [0:02:22.30]  07. Allegro  [0:03:09.39]  08.
A. Vivaldi / Concerto In F Major, Opus 4 No.9 - Allegro[0:02:51.03]  09. Largo    [0:02:02.36]  10.
Allegro  [0:02:17.22]  11. A. Vivaldi / Concerto In C Minor, Opus 4 No.10 - Spirituoso[0:03:06.14]
 12. Adagio   [0:03:27.51]  13. Allegro  [0:02:50.48]  14. A. Vivaldi / Concerto In D Major, Opus 4
No.11 - Allegro[0:02:47.12]  15. Largo    [0:03:17.30]  16. Allegro Assai [0:01:58.33]  17. A.
Vivaldi / Concerto In G Major, Opus 4 No.12 - Spirituoso E Non Presto[0:02:48.45]  18. Largo   
[0:02:56.27]  19. Allegro  [0:03:41.61]  
 Rachel Podger - violin  Arte dei Suonatori  

 

  

A long time ago, back in the 1970s, period instrument performances mostly sounded sweet and
low down. Part of the reason for this was the catgut strings and the lower tuning, and part of the
reason was that players seemed to prefer a mellower and rounder tone. But time passed and
period instrument performances became more and more strident until they became nearly
painful to listen to by the late '80s. Violinist Rachel Podger has recaptured the mellow sounds of
yesterday by producing a warm and almost human sound with her 1739 Persarinius instrument.
And with these performances of Vivaldi's La Stravaganza, Op. 4, with the superb eastern
European period instrument group Arte dei Suonatori, Podger has made one of the easiest to
listen to period instrument recordings since the early '70s. But Podger has done more than that:
she has produced one of the most thrillingly virtuosic recordings of La Stravaganza ever
recorded. As she demonstrated in her recordings of Bach's solo violin works, Podger's
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technique is prodigious; but while her technique was a means to an end there, here it is an end
in itself, which is entirely appropriate. Vivaldi was nothing if not a show off and Podger wails on
his pieces with the soul of a virtuoso, slashing and burning her way through the 12 concertos
with the spirit of Paganini. Channel's sound is wonderfully clear but still reverberant. ---James
Leonard, Rovi
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