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Hei-Kyung Hong & Jennifer Larmore - Bellezza Vocale (1999)

  

    01. J. Offenbach - Les Contes D'Hoffmann - Belle nuit, o nuit d'amour  02. R. Strauss - Der
Rosenkavalier - Mir ist die Ehre widerfahren (Presentation of the rose)  03. G.F. Handel - Ciulio
Cesare - Caro... Bella  04. C. Monteverdi - L'Incoronazione di Poppea - Signor, hoggi rinasco 
05. W.A. Mozart - La Clemenza di Tito - Non ci pentiam... Ah perdona al primo affetto  play  
06. L. Delibes - Lakme - Viens, Malika  07. V. Bellini - Mira, o Norma  08. G. Donizetti - Anna
Bolena - Dio, che mi vede in core... Ah par del mio... Va, infelice, e teco reca  09. G. Puccini -
Madame Butterfly - Una nave da guerra (Flover Duet)  10. G. Rossini - Tancredi - Fiero
incontro!... Lasciami: non t'ascolto  11. E. Humperdinck - Hansel und Gretel - Abends will ich
schlafen gehn (Evening Hymn & Dream Pantomime)  
play
 
 Hei-Kyung Hong, soprano  Jennifer Larmore, mezzo-soprano     Munchner Rundfunkorchester 
Jesus Lopez Cobos – conductor    

 

  

Hong Hei-Kyung (born July 4, 1959 in Gangwon, South Korea) is a South Korean-American
operatic lyric soprano.

  

Hong studied at Yea Won Music School in Seoul and through scholarships went to the United
States alone at age 15 to study at the Juilliard School of Music in New York and its American
Opera Center. While at Juilliard, she appeared in a number of productions with the American
Opera Center. At the Juilliard School of Music she also participated in the master classes of Tito
Gobbi, Elizabeth Schwarzkopf, Walter Legge, and Gerard Souzay. She later studied voice
privately with Shirlee Emmons. In addition, she was one of four young singers invited to attend
Herbert von Karajan's opera classes at the 1983 Salzburg Festival. Like many non-Italian and
non-German singers, she has not been tied to operas of specific languages; her repertoire
includes Italian(Verdi, Puccini, Donizetti), German(Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, Wagner) and
French(Bizet, Gounod, Offenbach). But Mozart possesses the most important part in her
repertoire; beside three roles in Le Nozze di Figaro - Countess Almaviva(29 performances),
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Susanna(10 performances) and Barbarina(8 performances), she has sung Zerlina in Don
Giovanni(29 performance), Despina in Così Fan Tutte(14 performances), Servilia in La
Clemenza di Tito(11 performances), Pamina in Die Zauberflöte(9 performances), and Ilia in
Idomeneo(9 performances). Among the roles she has sung(but not at the Met), there are the
title role of Massenet's Manon, Musetta in La Bohème, Tatyana in Eugene Onegin, and Leila in
Les Pêcheurs de Perles.

  

Her orchestral repertoire is as broad as her operatic experience. She has sung Bach with
Trevor Pinnock and the Montreal Symphony, and the late conductor and composer Giuseppe
Sinopoli wrote his Lou Salome Suite for her, which they premiered together with the New York
Philharmonic. She has appeared with the Boston Symphony, the Cleveland Orchestra, the
Chicago Symphony, the Philadelphia Orchestra, and many others under conductors such as
Charles Dutoit, Mariss Jansons, Seiji Ozawa, André Previn, and Lorin Maazel, with whom she
sang the Final Scene from Strauss' Daphne for the Bayerische Rundfunk.

  

 

  

Jennifer Larmore (born June 21, 1958 in Atlanta, Georgia) is an American mezzo-soprano
opera singer, noted for coloratura and bel canto.

  

Larmore attended Westminster Choir College in New Jersey and trained with John Bullock and
Regina Resnik. She made her professional debut in 1986, at Opéra de Nice in Mozart's La
clemenza di Tito. In 1988, she sang Rosina in Rossini's The Barber of Seville (Jérôme Savary
production in Strasbourg) and now calls it her signature role. Larmore has since sung many
leading roles in Europe's greatest opera houses, as well as making her Carnegie Hall debut as
Romeo (Bellini's I Capuleti e i Montecchi) in 1994 and her Metropolitan Opera debut in 1995.
Her repertoire includes Mahler, Schoenberg, Mozart, de Falla, Debussy, Berlioz and Barber.
She appeared as Gertrude in the Met's Hamlet in 2010.

  

Larmore has won the Richard Tucker Award and a Grammophon Best Baroque Opera award
for singing Giulio Cesare on Harmonia Mundi. She has won seven Grammy Award nominations
and sang at the 1996 Summer Olympics closing ceremony in Atlanta. Larmore also hosts a
satellite radio show called Backstage With Jennifer Larmore. She received knighthood
(Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres) from the French Government in 2002. In addition
to Il barbiere di Siviglia, Larmore has recorded leading roles in Carmen, Elisabetta, regina
d'Inghilterra, La Cenerentola, L'italiana in Algeri, Bianca e Falliero, Giulio Cesare, La Sofonisba,
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and I Capuleti e i Montecchi.  She has also appeared in supporting roles in Orphée et Eurydice,
Maria Stuarda, Francesca di Foix, Elvida, Adelaide di Borgogna, and Alessandro nelle Indie.
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