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    1  Please Don't Drive Me Away  4:03  2  Hard Way 5:17  3  Boogie Boy  3:02  4  Don't
Answer The Door  7:36  5  I Go Crazy  2:39  6  Good Morning Little Schoolgirl  7:12  7  Hoochie
Coochie Man  4:51  8  Don't Burn Down That Bridge  4:58  9  Heavy Stepin'  5:48  10  Don't You
Even Care  5:30  11  Don't Waste My Time  5:31  12  Angel  4:41    Arsen Shomakhov - guitar,
vocals  Aslan Zhantuyev - Bass  Sultanbek (Bek) Mamyshev - drums    

 

  

The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming! Not only the title of the 1966 comedy
featuring Jonathan Winters, Carl Reiner and Alan Arkin, it now stands for the country's latest
export - the blues. One of the leading exponents of Russian blues is guitar player, singer and
songwriter Arsen Shomakhov, who submitted a CD-R 'best of' with seven hot blues tracks,
including his scorching instrumental "Dangerous". The tunes are pulled from his two CDs
("Troublemaker" and "Dangerous"), Shomakhov fronts the blues band Ragtime, who are one of
the leading acts on the Russian blues scene. More instrumental tracks were included, such as
"The Arsonist", a lyrical boogie perfect for a quick trip down the highway to the crossroads.
Clearly if you are into blues, it would behoove you to hear what's currently coming out of
Moscow - guys like Shomakhov are ready to impress.

  

The blues band Ragtime (after the E.L. Doctorow novel) was formed in 1991, and the band first
participated in the St Petersburg Neva Delta Blues Festival, which in 2001 led to a series of gigs
at the best blues venues in Moscow. In April of 2002, the band released their debut album,
"Heavy Steppin'", which led to gigs at venues such as the legendary B.B. King Club in Moscow.
It received good press and has enjoyed international and national (Russian) airplay. In May of
2003 the band received an award at the All-Russia Spring 2003 Blues Festival in Moscow, and
was invited to participate in early September 2003 in the first International Moscow Blues
Festival. ---guitar9.com
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